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NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
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REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

Independent claims 1, 11, 14, 18 teaches the limitations or substantially similar limitations for "a 
method of providing relative addressing in a computer network environment, the method 
comprising: 

associating a plurality of relative destinations with a corresponding plurality of actions, 
wherein each of the sender-relative destinations is a non-absolute destination having an 
associated absolute destination that varies based on sender identity, and wherein each action 
specifies a plurality of search terms; 

receiving a first relative destination for a communication via the computer network; 

receiving sender identification information via the computer network, the second 
identification information identifying the sender of the communication; 

identifying a first action in the plurality of actions associated with the first sender-relative 
destination; 

performing a search of a directory server based on the search terms specified by the first 
action; and 

determining a first absolute destination for the communication based on the search terms 
specified by the first action and the sender identification information" in a computer networked 
environment on computer readable medium. The further dependent claims define the directory 
server to be an LDAP server where retrieved information can be of different types. Applicant 
points out that proxy email addresses are different than the actual email address and that the 
destination of the email varies based on the sender's identity. Applicant also points out the action 
information identifying a plurality of actions specifies plurality of hierarchical search terms. 

The prior art does not teach the cited limitation. 



Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
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fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Benjamin R Bruckart whose telephone number 571-272-3982. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Saleh Najjar can be reached on (571) 272-4006. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (571) 273-8300 for regular 
communications and after final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the examiner whose telephone number is 571-272-3982. 

Benjamin R Bruckart 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2155 
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